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THE REFORMATION                                                                                          Dr. Meyer 

Office E-mail:  JUDITH.P.MEYER@UCONN.EDU 
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SYLLABUS 

 

 

Course Objectives 

  

     The sixteenth century was dominated by the Reformation, a religious movement of 

revolution and change.  It effectively undermined the authority of the Roman Catholic 

Church, broke the religious ties that held Western Europe together, and brought into 

existence most of the important types of Protestantism.  Set in motion through the spiritual 

anxiety of a German monk, Martin Luther, the Reformation very quickly spread across 

Europe.  Although the Catholic Church was initially slow to respond to Luther and the 

challenge of the Reformation, by mid-century it was primed to combat the new faith.  

Religion tore Europeans apart in the 16th century as neither Protestants nor Catholics 

could accept the idea that there could be more than one religious truth.  Religious violence 

erupted, culminating in the devastating Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre in France in 

1572.   

 

     The Reformation was fundamentally a religious revolution that affected the broader 

political, social and economic developments of the time.  In the Holy Roman Empire, for 

example, German peasants used Luther’s doctrines to justify armed political revolt against 

their feudal landlords.  The course examines not only the origins, spread and impact of the 

movement but also the many ways in which it influenced and helped shape the larger 

society politically, socially, and economically.    

 

 

Course Requirements 
 

     The course will consist of lectures, readings and discussions.  Requirements for the course 

include reading, class participation (15%), a quiz (10%), a midterm examination (20%), 

two papers (one approximately 6 pages (15%), the other approximately 4 pages, 10%)) and 

a final examination (30%).   

 Class participation includes class attendance, active participation in class discussions and 

several written and graded homework assignments.  These written homework 

assignments will be linked to our class discussions of the readings and will only be 

accepted at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Late homework 

assignments will not be accepted.   
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 Two class absences will be excused, but any absences beyond that will be penalized with 

a grade depreciation.  An excessive number of class absences will significantly lower a 

student’s class participation grade and may result in a failing grade for class 

participation.   

 Students are expected to be present for all quizzes and exams.  If absent, students will 

incur a grade penalty on make-up quizzes and exams, except in cases where the 

circumstances are considered extenuating by the instructor.  Students are not 

automatically given the option of a make-up quiz or exam just because they are 

absent from class on the day of the quiz or exam.  Students need to discuss their  

situation with the instructor. 

 Students must complete the paper assignments in order to pass the course. 

 Evidence of plagiarism in any aspect of coursework will result in an automatic “0” for the 

assignment, and a letter detailing the plagiarism will be placed on file with Dr. Stuart 

Brown, Director of Student Services.  

 

 

Class Etiquette 

 

 Please turn off all cell phones/electronic devices before class.   

 Texting and the use of cell phones/electronic devices during class are not permitted.   
Failure to comply with this will result in referral to Dr. Stuart Brown for violation of the 

Student Conduct Code and potential disciplinary action.   

 Once class has begun, please do not leave class unless absolutely necessary. 

 During class, please refrain from conversation with others around you. 

 If you arrive late for class, please enter as quietly as possible.   

 

 

Required Books 

 

Jonathan W. Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe: Dances Over Fire and Water  

     (Prentice-Hall, 1997) 

Barbara B. Diefendorf, The Saint Bartholomew’s Massacre:  A Brief Study with Documents 

     (Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2009) 

Course Packet of Readings (17 items) 

 

Reading Schedule 

 

Introduction and Europe on the Eve of the Reformation 

     August 29 – September 7 
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     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapters 1-4, pp. 1-60 

 

 

Luther and the Crisis of Authority 

     September 12 – September 28 

 

PAPER TOPICS DUE (FOR BOTH PAPERS):  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH 

 

     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapters 5-6, pp. 61-96 

     Luther:  “Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans,” pp. 36-42, from Lewis W. 

          Spitz, ed., The Protestant Reformation (Readings packet) 

     Luther:  “Treatise on Christian Liberty,” pp. 59-68, from Lewis W. Spitz, ed., The 

          Protestant Reformation (Readings packet) 

     “Sermon Preached by Martin Luther in Erfurt (Germany),” 1521, pp. 6-10, from Merry E. 

          Wiesner et al., Discovering the Western Past: A Look at the Evidence, Vol. Two: Since 

          1500 (Readings packet) 

     Luther:  “The Judgment of Martin Luther on Monastic Vows,” (1521), pp. 54-55, from  

          Carter Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings 

          packet)  

     Luther:  “The Estate of Marriage,” (1522), p. 55, from Carter Lindberg, ed., The 

          European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

     Ursula of Munsterberg: A Nun Explains Her Leaving the Convent (1528), p. 56, from 

          Carter Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings 

          packet) 

     Argula von Grumbach, pp. 56-57, from Carter Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations 

          Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

     Katharina Schutz Zell, Writings on Reformation and Marriage, pp. 57-58, from Carter  

          Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook (Readings packet) 

     Katherine Rem:  A Nun Rejects the Reformation (1523), p. 58, from Carter Lindberg, ed., 

          The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

     Caritas Pirckheimer:  “A Journal of the Reformation Years, 1524-1528,” pp. 58-59, from 

          Carter Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings 

          packet) 

      

                                                                                                         

The Reformation Spreads 

     October 3—October 10    

 

     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapter 7, pp. 97-110 

     The Marburg Colloquy and Articles (1529), pp. 117-118, from Carter Lindberg, ed., 
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          The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

     The Schleitheim Confession of Faith [Seven Articles] (1527), pp. 127-128, from Carter 

          Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

      

           

For the Glory of God and Geneva:  John Calvin, Part I 

    October 12 – October 19 

 

     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapter 8, pp. 111-125 

     Calvin:  “Institutes of the Christian Religion,” pp. 165-167, from Carter Lindberg, ed.,  

          The European  Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

     Jeanne de Jussie:  “The Short Chronicle.  A Poor Clare’s Account of the Reformation in 

Geneva,”   

          pp. 160-161, from Carter Lindberg, ed., The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd 

edition  

          (Readings packet) 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17TH:  MIDTERM EXAM 

 

 

Reformation and Society:  Divorce 

     October 24 

 

     Chapter 3, “The Antoine Calvin Case: Divorce for Adultery,” pp. 71-97, 194-196, from  

          Robert Kingdon, Adultery and Divorce in Calvin’s Geneva (HuskyCT) 

     Chapter 6, “The Galeazzo Caracciolo Case: Divorce for Religious Desertion,” pp. 143-165, 

          198-201, from Robert Kingdon, Adultery and Divorce in Calvin’s Geneva  (HuskyCT) 

          

For the Glory of God and Geneva:  John Calvin, Part II 

     October 26 – November 2 

 

     Calvin on Luther:  Letter to Heinrich Bullinger (1544), p. 171, from Carter Lindberg,  

          The European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST:  IST PAPER DUE (ANALYTICAL BOOK REVIEW) 

 

 

Militant Saints:  The Spread of Calvinism and Religious Violence 

     November 2 – November 16 

 

     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapter 12, pp. 166-190     
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 Diefendorf, The Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre: 

          “Introduction:  Saint Bartholomew’s Day and the Problem of Religious Violence,” pp. 1- 

                35 

1.  “Religious Divisions in Sixteenth-Century France,”  pp. 41-45; 49-56; 65-70: 

(Includes Simon Du Rosier’s “The Antithesis of Jesus Christ and the Pope,” (1561) pp. 

41-45; Claude Haton’s “A Catholic View of Clandestine Protestant Services,” (1557) 

 pp. 49-53; “Report to the Swiss Delegation concerning the Affair of the Rue Saint 

Jacques,” (1557) pp. 53-56; Claude de Sainctes’ “Discourse on the Sacking of Catholic 

Churches by the Heretics,” (1562) pp. 65-67; and “The True Story of the Insurrection, 

Uprising, and Sedition Directed by the Priests of Saint-Médard against the Faithful,” 

(1562) pp. 67-70) 

2.  “Religious War and the Intensification of Religious Hatreds, 1562-1570,” pp. 71-72: 

(Includes “Song on the Massacre of Vassy,” (1562) pp. 71-72) 

3.  “The Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre in Paris and the Provinces,” pp. 82-111; 

116-127: 

(Includes François Hotman’s “A True and Plain Report of the Furious Outrages of 

France,” (1573) pp. 82-87; Giovanni Michiel’s “Report to the Venetian Senate on the 

Wounding of the Admiral,” (1572) pp. 87-96; Claude Haton’s “The Catholic Response 

to a Huguenot Plot,” (1572) pp. 96-98; “Report by the Merchants’ Provost,” (August 

23, 1572) pp. 98-99; François Dubois’ “Painting of the Saint Bartholomew’s Day 

Massacre in Paris,” pp. 99-101; Simon Goulart’s “Memoirs of the State of France 

under Charles IX,” (1578) pp. 101-108; Charlotte d’Arbaleste, “Escape from the 

Massacre,” (1572) pp. 108-111; Johann-Wilhelm von Botzheim’s “The Massacre in 

Orléans,” (1573) pp. 116-121; “The Massacre at Troyes,” (1572) pp. 121-125; Consuls 

of Limoges, “Extract from City Registers,” (1572) pp. 125-127) 

4.  “Repercussions of the Massacre in France and Abroad,” pp. 128-135; 137-142; 144-

148: 

(Includes Nicolas Pithou’s “Huguenot Conversions in the Wake of the Massacre,” pp. 

128-130; Hugues Sureau du Rosier’s “Confession of His Descent into Popery,” (1574) 

pp.130-131; Joachim Opser’s “Letter to the Abbot of Saint-Gall on Events in Paris,” 

(1572) pp. 132-133; The Venetian Senate, “Letter to the Venetian Ambassadors in 

France,” (1572) pp.134-135; “Protestant Resistance Theory: The Wake-Up Call for the 

French and Their Neighbors,” (1574) pp. 137-142; Henry IV’s  “The Edict of Nantes,” 

(1598) pp.144-147; Henry IV’s “Speech to the Magistrates of the Parlement of Paris,” 

(1599) pp. 147-148) 

 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK: NOVEMBER 21ST AND 23RD 
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The English Reformation 

     November 28 – November 30 

 

     Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapters 9-10, pp. 126-150 

 

 

2ND PAPER DUE (ANALYTICAL ARTICLE REVIEW):  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 

30TH 

 

 

The Catholic Response:  Catholic Reformation and Counter-Reformation 

     December 5 – December 7 

 

Zophy, A Short History of Reformation Europe, Chapters 11, 13, pp. 151-165, pp. 191-214 

Gasparo Contarini’s Conversion Experience (1511), p. 228, from Carter Lindberg, ed., The 

     European Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

Contarini on Justification (1523), pp. 228-229, from Carter Lindberg, ed., The European 

     Reformations Sourcebook, 2nd edition (Readings packet) 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

      

 

 

         

 

 

 

      

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


